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(54) PROBE ELEMENT MADE OF FIBER 

(57)Abstract: 

PURPOSE: To provide a method for manufacturing an optical fiber 
probe. 

CONSTITUTION: A fiber probe element comprizes thick-wall upper 
areas 43, 44, a taper-shaped area 42 extending from these areas, 
and a thin-wall area further extending from this taper-shaped area 
42, and the bottom part terminates in a planar manner in a surface 
making a right angle with the longitudinal direction. As its 
manufacturing method, a cylindrical optical fiber segment is firstly 
prepared. Nextly, a lower area 41 of this optical fiber segment is 
etched for a first fixed period of time and further a tip end of the 
lower area 41 of the optical fiber segment is cleaved. Thereafter, 
the lower area is etched for a second fixed period of time. Width W 
of the lower area 41 is thereby reduced to a fixed value while width 
of the upper area does not change. 
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